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“Delawara Division - T
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_ " Dover, Delaware 19901 o A
-J-*f‘ '« Septembex 24, 1979 .- . ' LR EES

. Mr. C.harlos A. Herrington Foee
Acting Keepar of the National Register

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
National Park Service '
Department of Interilor o
Washington,‘n.c. 20240 - e

_.._,.r-1045 a3, s.c. 79—101—03
ffDelaware State Route 7 from I-95 to
“I4 gkanton, New Castle County

Determination of Eligibility for
-~ Archeologlic Site named "Delaware
" Park Site - Cultural Resource
'No. 7NC-E-41" .o, -

" Dear Sif;”

Pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended,

and Executive Order 11593, and in accordance with guidelines (36 CFR 63)

- for implementing the same, we request your determination of eligibility

'~ for inclusion in the National Register of Eistoric Places for the Delaware
Park Archeologic Site. Enclosed iz documentation for this proverty which
is located within the area of the proposed action's potential env1ronmenta1
impact. T L O S _ s

X . - P . T
y- - R R

. Wa have cohsulted_with the Delaware State Historic Preservation Officer.
(SHPQ) throughout the development of the proposed action and jointly
determined that this property meets the MNational Register Criterla asg

~ defined in 36 CFR 800.10 and is therefore eligibla for inclusion in the -
. National Register. :

The enclosed documentation includes a copy of the SBEPO's opinion recpecting .
the eligibility of the property and information on the property typed on the .

-
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= _National Registar of Hiﬁtoric Places Inventory-Nomination Foxms. We
trust that thia information meets tha procedural requlrenents of 36 CFR 63 3.

‘Sincerely yours,

| _.!oh,n E smzsvan', Jr.

John F. Sullivan, Jr.
Division Administrator

Lawrence C.. Henry (SHPO)
R D. Bew:.ck, Jr.
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STATE OF DELAWARE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS
HALL OF RECORDS * DOVER * 19901

. BUREAU OF ARCHAEOLOCY AND (302) 678-5314
. ", HISTORIC PRESERVATION ’ '

September 21, 1979

Mr. Charles Herrington

Acting Keeper of the National Register

Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Department of the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20243

"= Attn: Sarah Bridges/Detemmination of Eligibility

Dear Mr. Herrington: .
=7/ . The Delaware State Historic Presexrvation Office has reviewed the Determination
of Eligibility prepared by Middle Atlantic Archaeological Resources, Inc. for
the "Delaware Park Site" (7NC-E-41). This documentation was submitted to
this office as part of the overall Location and Identification survey report
, which addresses the cultural resources within the area to be effected by the
. ..., Delaware Route 7 Relocation Project, sponsored by the Federal Highway Adminis-
oo istration. After a thorough review of the Determination of Eligibility, we
are convinced of the site's significance to the understanding of this area's
prehistory. We therefore, concur with the Federal Highway Administration's
opinion via their consultant's findings that the "Delaware Park Site" is
significant and eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic
Places.

'V_if you need any further information or haﬁe any comnents, please feel free to
- contact me. o ,

Sincerely yours,

o / i TTTT——
aniel R. Griffith

Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer

Enclosure
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: ﬂ DESCRIPTION o
s -~ ORI AR SR S CN IV I
COND'TIDN . i ; i Ui CHECKONE ' .. . CHECKONE
—_EXCELLENT Coo DETERIORATED . . ., A-VX_UNALTERED Vet X_QRIGINAL SITE S e
. ' R M DU S NS A v : ' c .
XGooD "V RUINS S e __ALTEHED e T MOVED . DATE
—FAIR ' . );_unexposzn SR ‘.rxa;¢*-\it(_;{ Taa ke T N T

o DESCRIIBETH! PRESENT AND ORIGINAL(IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

. _»..» The Delaware Park Sltn ’ 7NC-E—41, was dlscovered during a recent Locatmn/Identificatic
Lf“ ‘Survey for Cultura& Resources within the Delaware Route 7 Realignment Corridox. . The . el
ﬂ_31te is located infwell—dzained fallow field which has not been cultivated in over - °-

- fifteen years. First succession scrub vegetation chracterizes the area. The topograph
’ f«~ of the site varies from a large ridge or knoll- approximately twenty-five feet above
i ~ “mean sea level in the southern portion of the site to a terrace slope leading to the
- _floodplaln along the creek. Situated northwest of the intersection of Delaware Routes
"4 and 7, along the White Clay Creek, this site is southwest of Stanton, New Castle .
. County (refer to figure 1). This area of New Castle County 13 1n the Newark—lemington

i P PR SN
o suburban/urban complex. . :*_ ~4;L 1.~Li'r‘

<

('\ .- PPN S U [P T AU N R )

The site 1s located Just south of the Fall Llne'ln the Tran51t10n Zone between .the. Coas

PlaJ.n and Piedmont; phys:.ograph:.c prc:w,nces.~ This ,_e)_(t:_':eme__Intercoastal,Pla:!.D- setting .-

1 'ls doanated by a well-drained microenvironment with a lesser percentage of a.tidal

.,.marsh microenvironment 'which_collectively. _offer. numerous, seasonally. available - édible:. ..

@, and non-edible resourres.; Moreover, _ the site, located. in the, transition. zone. between.
fresh and salt water, is just above the confluence of the White Clay Creek with Mill
~and Red Clay Creeks. The White Clay eventually merges with the Christiana River
approx1mately 3 miles downstream. This transition zone location offers additional.

- seasonal resources by virtue of its equldlstant p051t10n between headwaters and DelawazL

RlVer resources. et

R s
PR B (/_‘P.‘_-\... =

From a geologlcal lnvestlgatlon of this area, 1t has been ascertalned that no radlcal
changes in the local ‘geography have occurred since the deposition of the Pleistocene
(Columblan) Sediments and the onset of the Holocene Period (Maley, 1979). The floodplar
: 1mmedlately adjacent ‘to and’ partlally'contalnlng the site has not been subjected to o
'j erosion action of stream meandexing throughout the Holocene.» Maley notes the presence
of Holocene soil’ dep051ts an the floodplaln as due to periodic overbank de9051tlon. e

R

R -_‘,r'.';,:' e

. - cers - rr("p

The most notable change in the env1r6nmentkls the gradual sea level rise whlch has .. __.
", resulted in the change in availability and/or amount of local resouxces vontalned

within the riverene microenvironments. Such a factor must be ‘consideréd in further e

‘research and investigation as to how this env1ronmental change may be reilected in

T

' prehlstonc adaptat.l.on to the area. __ _‘h‘,___,—‘;_,,ﬁ S S L

T A ol S [ v". DA S A I R SR S
R - ! Y g o
o - ; :

The boundaries of the Delaware Park Sxte are based on tqpograpny, cultural material -
and modern disturbances. The site is contained within four acres and is basically-
L-shaped. The site is concentrated on a ridge running east-west with the east side
of the site being bounded by an abandoned railroad spur; to the south, scuthwest the
site is bordered by a defunct mill race; to’ the west, northwest the site extends along.
a distinct rise till it intersects with the county sewer force main which parallels

the bank of the White Clay Creek.. Continuing south along the interior of the L is a ;;
low, poorer drained area which contains a paucity of artifacts. (Refer to figures 1. --
and 2 and photographs [, 3 «..7 T
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"REMISTORIC K_ARCHEULuuVPaEmsromc ”-'FOMMUNHYPLANMNG \_JANDSCAPEARCHWECTURE‘_; ~—RELIGION . . -

:00-1499 - _ARCHEOLOGY-MISTORIC . . ;. _CONSERVATION. ... s VAW . i —SCIENCE LT

001588 __AGRICULTURE T T _economics T T __l.ITERATURAE_ . .y, --SCULPTURE

1600-1699  ~__ARCHITECTURE '~ ~ .- - _EDUCATION -« -oc™ _MILITARY - ~SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN
1700-1799 _ART . . " _ENGINEERING —MusiC © | —THEATER: SN
1800-1899 —_COMMERCE © _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT, . __PHILOSQPHY, : _THANSPORYATION '
1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY _ —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (sm c:m

' . , \;,'_I}NVEN‘T'ON

: S e T
: PECIFIC DATES -~ ™'"" . - 4 - BUWDER/ARCHITECT :

STATEMENT OESIGNIEICANCE. (¢« yiim fual 2iz o o6 oo (it €07

. The- Delaware Park Sitetis a mult.xccmponent site, mm.mally ranglng £¥om Late Archalc ' ot
through Mlddle Woodland ‘ contalnmg an abundance of subsurface features._ Most sltes S

The site ‘is- primanly’ 51gn1ficant f6 “the' iarge numﬁer of subsurface features whleh
will for  the-First time In’ theJncrthern part of the state, prov:.de the opportunlty
to" develop a regional cﬁronology-‘as well as ga_ln an understandlng of Fall L:Lne "

. \.nl‘
nriod. .

~1 .

xccupation'df the Delaware Park »Slte‘is'- partially centemporaneous with the Clyde
~arm Site, another multicomponent National Register site .located within the same _
reneral environmental setting. .-The complimentary information that can be garnered

.rom this.complex site will broaden our understanding of prehlstorlc adaptatlon to e

N

he local environment, chachronically and synchronlcally. S I P i

»‘.s

The. locatlon .near the Fall. Llne and cthe md-dralnage p051t10n equ1dlstant to the
neadwater and Delaware River recources suggests that this site should ref]ect ‘the

‘along the Fall Line suggests that this area is a cultural transition zone as well as
"a physiographic one. Varicus stone tool types and one ceramic type found in the |

‘he unique potential exist as Jndlcated by the geologlcal study undertaken in the

nrea that this site may be-vertically Stratlfled and may contain cultural material - -~

from the early part of the, Holot:ene R U o DU

Taximum exploratlon of seasonal]y avallable resources_:, C Lot BB o Lok

The artifacts obta.lned from t}llSrr§lte as well as information secured from otber sxtes,

surface collection of the site’indicates a Piedmont—cultural influence as ldenta.fled 103
in southeastern- Pennsylvanla.x..!]mus, as with the Clyde Farm Site, there is .an excellent
,~esearch potentlal to corre»late phy31c>graph1c boundaries with cultural boundan.es.

“he complexity and multiplicity of data"contained'within this site offers an excellent

research opportunity whereby we can increase our knowledge of the prehistory of this
physiographic and cultural transition zone. It will also expand our subsistence/
settlement data base and will allow archaeologists to generate a reglonal cultural
synthesls currently 1ack1nq for this area. :

'
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

ATIONAL REGIS'I'ER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

Delaware Park Site, 7NC-E-41

CONTINUATION SHEET ' ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 1

The field methodology used in investigating this site included:

1. Initial collection of all exposed surface area, ie. road and paths, which
' produced a small amount of debitage.

2. Postholes were excavated across the crest of the ridge to below the plow

' zone which resulted in the detection of subsoil color anomalies, charcoal
flecks, a few additional flakes, one quartz endscraper, a crude chopper tool
and - fire-cracked rock fragments. (See figure 2 for posthole locations)

3. Four test units measuring 1 X 2 meters were placed along this ridge in
accordance with the detection of subsoil variation from the postholing
(figure 2). In each unit at least one subsurface disturbance was recorded.
The area between test units 3 and 4 was also excavated down to subsocil. A
feature (#2) from this exposed area was cross-sectioned (see figure #4 and 5).
Non-diagnostic quartz and quartzite flakes and chwiks, 1 quartz biface, 1
quartz scraper, 1 bipitted hammerstone and red ochre (hemitite) chunks were
contained within the fill.

4. Since no diagnostic artifacts were recovered, the area was plowed and disced.
A controlled surface eollection was performed. Artifacts were mapped.

5. A transect was cut across the long axis of the ridge with an earth moving pan
' which removed most of the top soil. A perpendicular cut intersecting the

first was also made. These trenches were flat-shoveled gaoﬁgbsq;l sub—
soil disturbances or features were recorded (See figure + Thu gaf,
thirty-five (35) such features have been identified and recorded at this site.
Two features were being excavated at the time this report was written. One
feature (#10) contains a hearth within a larger feature and may be intrusive.
(Figure 6 ) The other feature (#17) appears to be similar in size to feature #2.

- Culturally, the Delaware Park Site appears to have been periodically occupied from the
Late Archaic through the Middle Woodland (ca. 3500 B.C. - 650 A.D.). Cultural/
temporal indication via defined artifact types include: a Piscataway point, a
Brewerton corner-notched point, smalled quartz stemmed points, and generalized
straight stemmed points of the Piedmont Archaic Tradition; a Rossville point, and
triangular Levanna-Madison points; ceramic types include Susguehanna Net-Impressed
and Hell Island Cord marked (See photo 4 and 5).

The total artifact collection includes points, knives, side and end scrapers, cores,
utilized flakes, hammerstones, multifunctional abrading stones, debitage and some
ceramics. This collection indicates that manufacturing of procurement and processing

i [
v [
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FHR-8-300A
(11/78)

i UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
- HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

- INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

i pelaware Park Site, TNC-E-41

7 CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2

) ff't'ools was engaged in at the site. Moreover these manufactured and/or retouched tools
. were used in the procurement and processing of the locally available resources. It
~ is anticipated that some features will reflect the processing activities. To date,
ﬂtfthe excavated features contained processing debris such as scrapexs, bifaces, core,
“i chunks, flakes, charred wood, charred seeds, reddened earth, hammerstones, processed
- hematite and fire-cracked rock. However, no chronologically diagnostic artifacts
-i have been recovered in feature-excavations. Further excavation will clarify this
“brief functional analysis and place such activities into a chronological perspective.
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1b- reddened, burnt soil, charred wood
Figure 6
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Naze: Delaware Park Site, TNC-E-41

# Location: vicinity of Stanton, New Castle County, DE

" Photographer: Timothy O'Brien
Date: September 19, 1979
| Location of Negative: pelaware Dept. of Transportation
! Bivisiop of Highways
| Deserirtion: over, LE 44901
Elevated view looking east over trench cuts.
; _ The hedge row in the upper photo fronts onto
J the abandoned railroad spur. Note features
l
|
i
s

Photograph Number: 4ejineated in the trench.
#1 ‘
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» ;Iane: Delaware Park Site, 7NC-E-41

‘ , .

ELocationt Vicinity of Stanton, New Castle County, DE

{Photbgraphﬁrf Timothy O'Brien

" Date: September 19, 1979

.4 | Location of NegatiVel Delaware Dept. of Transportation

. Division of Highways

"1 ' pescription: Dover, DE 19901 ’ _

. Elevated view of the site looking north delineat-
F ing features within the trench. Also, note the scrib re-

(' vegetation bordering the site. To the right of the trench |

. PHotograph NumbéF! is a brick lined modern pipe fixture.

‘ . The abandoned railroad spur is to the
, e
: 2 Xtreme uPper *ight of the photo.
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(&ame: Delaware Park Site, INC-E-41
| )
;Location: Vicinity of Stanton, New Castle County, DE

. Photographer: Timothy Q!Brien

; Date: September 19, 1979

~Locatlon of Negativepelaware Dept. of Transportation

! Division of Highways

* Description: Dover, DE 19901 ,

. . An elevated view of the excavated trench area
“.looking west, northwest. Behind the-trees to the upper
f left is the defunct milllrace. -

i Photograph Rumber: ‘

A # 3
*

!
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i KName: Delaware Park Site, 7NC~E-41
f

- Location: vicinity of Stanton, New Castle CQunty, DE

Photographer' Timothy 0'Brien
t Date: September 19, 1979 : !
: Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation
( , Division of Highways

Description: Dover, DE 19901
' A sample of the Archaic and Woodland stone tools
collected at the Delaware Park Site. ‘

; Photograph Number:
, #4
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* Name: Delaware Park Site, 7NC-E-~41

Location;'Vicinity of Stanton, New Castle County, DE

. Photographer: : '

I BTAPIT eDilaHY 95B71EYs

~ Location of Negatlve: Delaware Dept. of Transportation

: Division of Highways

Description: Dover, CE 19901

A sample of the Archaic and Woodland stone tools
. collected from the Delaware Park Site.
Photograph Number:
#35
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S A . NEWARK EAST QUADRANGLE ;a‘io"
Y DELAWARE—NEW CASTLE CO. C L
€ 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) J\\,‘“
‘. . . NW/4 WILMINGTON 15° GUADRANGLE v
L A oeREsSIn & Mt 145 440000 FEET, 75737307
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WILMINGTON (CITY HALL) 4.8 MI.

ELSMERE 1,9 MI,

A

NEWPCRT 1.5 MI,
NEW CASTLE 6.1 M,
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Delaware Park Site
1195
“Stanton, Delaware
UTM Reference :

- 18/443940/4334730
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